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Implementation Progress of the UN Resolution 
On Sri Lanka, A/HRC/22/L.1/Rev.13 

 
SUMMARY 

On 21
st
 March Human Rights Council adopted resolution A/HRC/22/L.1/Rev.13 on Sri Lanka. 

In short it calls for the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) to implement a policy framework 
(constructive recommendations of the Lessons Learned and Reconciliation Commission, LLRC) 
that will ensure justice, equity, accountability and reconciliation for all Sri Lankans. The Human 
Rights High Commissioner is entrusted to report back to the Council on the progress of the 
implementation of the resolution at the 24

th
 

   
(Sep 2013) and 25

th
 (March 2014) sessions of the 

Council.  

GoSL has not accepted the resolution and claims that it is not obliged to implement it. In their 
responses, various arms of the GoSL has called for dismantling the Office of the Human Rights 
High Commissioner (OHCHR), named the resolution a dangerous move  and  countries who 
voted for the resolution hypocrites.  Further, GoSL has made contradictory statements on the 
Implementation of LLRC recommendations: Minister of Human Rights saying that 99% of them 
have been implemented and the Cabinet spokesperson saying that 50% has been implemented.  

All coalition partners of the ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party opposed the resolution, branding it an 
anti-Sri Lankan, Western Imperialist plot. The major opposition political party, the United National 
Party (UNP), neither opposed, nor supported the resolution, but offered to join hands with the 
government in fully implementing the LLRC recommendations to evade international 
interferences. It criticized the GoSL for not implementing the LLRC recommendations and thereby 
creating space for UN intervention. The main Tamil political party, the Tamil National Alliance 
(TNA), supported the resolution and exclaimed that it was a victory for all Sri Lankans. Defeated 
presidential candidate and former army commander, leader of the Democratic party Sarath 
Fonseka, proposed that a proper domestic mechanism should be in place to address 
accountability issues to ward off pressure for an international investigation. Sinhala Nationalist 
Marxist parties also described the resolution as an Imperialist manoeuvre but did not actively 
oppose it.  

The notable exception came from the  groups belonging to Tamil Diaspora. None of the groups 
openly supported the resolution:  Tamil Net web site, which propagate the demand for separate 
Tamil Eelam as a only viable solution for the   Tamils in Sri Lanka criticized the resolution saying it 
is responsible for the ongoing 'genocide' of Tamils: The US based Transnational Government of 
Tamil Eelam (TATE) said that 'Geneva Resolution is not a victory for Tamils, but a defeat for Sri 
Lanka’. It seems that Tamil Diaspora has in general, or at least its dominant segments 
have, moved towards a pre 2009 demand of Tamil Eelam. 
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GoSL continues to proceed with its own military tribunals to investigate human rights issues 
raised by the LLRC report. Issuing a statement, the Ministry of External Affairs said that inquiries 
into any allegations will be conducted only through the judiciary and military tribunals. Just 3 days 
after the said statement, the Military tribunal made their findings (not the report) known. The Court 
of Inquiry had concluded that the instances of shelling referred to in the LLRC Report were not 
caused by the Sri Lanka Army. Within a week, responding to a US report on Human Rights in Sri 
Lanka, the police spokesperson stated that the police rejected the allegations of torture of 
detainees raised in a US human rights report released by the State Department.  Denial has 
become an entrenched policy which emboldens the widespread impunity.  

Freedom of expression including the right to peaceful assembly faced most number of attacks 
during the period monitored.  Jaffna based Uthayan Tamil daily and TNA were targeted 
repeatedly by criminals allegedly backed by the military. Popular vernacular language broadcasts 
of the BBC were disrupted by GoSL agents and BBC suspended its broadcasts on GoSL 
controlled the Sri Lankan Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC). On several occasions the police 
sided with the Buddhist extremist violence against peaceful demonstrators and Muslim 

establishments.    

On two occasions Sri Lanka Bar Association expressed their concern over the Independence of 
Judiciary: The first instance was when several district court Judges and magistrates who had not 
even completed their tenure of three years in their courts were transferred. Those Judges had 
opposed the impeachment of 43

rd
 CJ Shirani Bandaranayake. The transfers were overseen by 

44
th
 CJ Mohan Peiris, who is a known supporter of the Rajapakse regime.  The second instance 

was the promotion of Appeal Court Judge Justice Rohini Perera Marasinghe to the Supreme 
Court by the President Rajapakse, ignoring the two most senior Appeal Court Judges. 
Harassments against the 43

rd
 CJ Shirani Bandaranayake continued, as Bribery Commission 

impounded her passport acting on rumors that she intended to leave the country.  

Rule of Law and Democratic Governance too suffered a few blows. President Rajapakse rejected 
the call for constituting the Elections Commission on the ground that it is not necessary, although 
it is a constitutional requirement. The Democracy Index ranked Sri Lanka at 89 and placed in the 
category of “hybrid regimes” where elections have substantial irregularities that often prevent 
them from being both free and fair. The US Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2012 
said that government is dominated by the president’s family and elections were fraught with 
violations of the election law by all major parties and were influenced by the governing coalition’s 
use of state resources. 

Religious freedom of minority communities were constantly threatened by extremist Buddhist 
groups who seem to be having the backing of the influential sections of the government, including 
the Police. 

 
 
The resolution A/HRC/22/L.1/Rev.13 calls on the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) to: 
 

1. Implement the recommendations made in the report of the Office of the High 
Commissioner;  

2. Conduct an independent and credible investigation into allegations of violations of 
international human rights law and international humanitarian law; 

3. Implement effectively the constructive recommendations made in the report of the 
LLRC;  

4. Take all necessary additional steps to fulfil its relevant legal obligations and 
commitment to initiate credible and independent actions to ensure justice, equity, 
accountability and reconciliation for all Sri Lankans; 

5. Cooperate with special procedures mandate holders and to respond formally to their 
outstanding requests, including by extending invitations and providing access; 
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LIST OF INCIDENTS 
 

GoSL Responses   
 
12 April 2013: Sri Lanka questions UN sponsored International Criminal Tribunals 
and repeats its call for more time and space to provide justice and reconciliation  
International criminal justice, as it is widely understood today, is very much centered on a 
Western historical and cultural mind set. It pays only lip service to the cultural backgrounds of the 
much of the world. Accountability, particularly retributive justice, appears to be the first choice, in 
general, to facilitate reconciliation.  (SLB) 
 

09 April 2013:  Sri Lanka do not accept the resolution – Foreign minister  
“Sri Lanka cannot acquiesce with the resolution adopted. …… Sri Lanka is not a country with a 
troubling situation in the world. The proportionality of this resolution cannot be accepted as a 
result,” Minster G.L. Peiris said.  (SLB) 
 

23 March 2013: Resolution is dangerous – National Human Rights Commission of 
Sri Lanka 
The Resolution passed by the United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC) last Thursday 
could be described as a soft but dangerous one, Human Rights Commissioner Dr. Prathibha 
Mahanamahewa said yesterday. (SLB) 
 

22 March 2013: Dismantle High Commissioner's office – State media  
Sri Lankan state media called for the dismantling of the UN human rights chief’s office after 
Colombo was angered by a resolution calling for a probe into alleged war crimes in the island. A 
ruling coalition partner also urged Colombo to reconsider ties with nations that supported 
Thursday’s censure move at the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in Geneva. 
(SLB)   
 

22 March 2013: Hypocrites (i.e., countries supported the resolution) exposed – 
Defence Secretary  
"Had we agreed to a joint resolution, those hypocrites would never have been exposed," the 
Defence Secretary said, adding: "We are glad as many as 22 countries didn’t go with the US 
move, in spite of heavy and intense pressure from the most powerful country on earth backed by 
other ex-colonial powers. With all that they managed only 25 votes." (SLB) 

 
22 March 2013: LLRC recommendations: over 50 pc implemented - Cabinet 
spokesperson  

The government has completed implementing over 50 percent of the Lessons Learnt and 

Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) recommendations not only to protect and safeguard Human 
Rights, but also to bring eternal peace to the country, Mass Media and Information Minister 
Keheliya Rambukwella said. (SLB)  

 
On a earlier occasion Presidents special envoy on Human Rights Minister Mahinda 
Samarasinghe said that  99 per cent LLRC recommendation implemented    
 

 
Opposition Responses  
 
23 April 2013: Geneva resolution responsible for genocidal militarisation of Tamil 
country - Tamil Net 
The March resolution at UNHRC in Geneva, designed by the USA and watered down by India, is 
directly responsible for all the current ‘legalisation’ of the genocidal militarisation carried out by the 
occupying Sinhala State in the country of Eezham Tamils in the island, said alternative Tamil 
political activists in Jaffna,  (SLB) 
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8 April 2013: National Action Plan Does Not Deal With Even Half of the Constructive 
Recommendations by the LLRC - TNA 
The National Action Plan doesn’t even deal with half the constructive recommendations of the LLRC. The 
more important ones have been studiously left out. Even the ones dealt with by the National Action Plan 
have not been implemented except the one on teaching Sinhala and Tamil in schools, which has 

commenced in some schools.. (SLB)  
 

3 April 1013: Sarath Fonseka for domestic probe  
Former Army Commander Sarath Fonseka says a proper domestic mechanism should be in place 
to address accountability issues to ward off (SLB)  

 
27 March 2013: Geneva Resolution: Not A Victory For Tamils, But A Defeat For Sri 
Lanka – TGTE  
The resolution proposed by America at the Human Rights Council related to Sri Lanka was 
passed by a majority of 13 votes. Out of the Human Rights Council comprising of 47 member 
states, 26 voted for the resolution, 13 against and 8 abstained taking a neutral position. 
(SLB)  
 

24 March 2013: UN HRC Resolution on Reconciliation and Accountability in Sri 

Lanka Was Triumph for all its Citizens - TNA  

The recent passage of the second UN Human Rights Council resolution on reconciliation and 
accountability in Sri Lanka was a triumph for all its citizens. This is because it is now clear that Sri 
Lankans who desire ethnic reconciliation, democratic reform, positive peace, justice, and an end 
to the culture of impunity are not alone. (SLB) 
 

23 March 2013: UNHRC resolution exposes failure of Government: UNP  
The UN Human Rights Council Resolution calling for progress on Sri Lanka’s outstanding 
reconciliation and accountability is merely asking the Government to deliver on promises made to 
the international community since 2009, the main Opposition said yesterday, reiterating its call for 
an all-party approach to implement reconciliation measure and avoid further international censure 
against the country. (SLB)  

 

 

International Responses 
 
10 April 2013: Next time we will renew our consideration of all mechanisms 
available, both in the Human Rights Council and beyond - USA  
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights’ report dated February 11, 2013 reaffirmed a long-
standing recommendation  for “an independent and credible international investigation” into 
alleged violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law in Sri Lanka. 
..As we examine next steps, we will renew our consideration of all mechanisms available, both in 
the Human Rights Council and beyond.  (SLB)   

 
 

Independent and Credible Investigation 
 
20 April 2013: Police reject US allegations of torture of suspects  
The police have rejected allegations of torture of detainees raised in a US human rights report 
released by the State Department. Acting police spokesman Priyashantha Jayakody said that the 
police undergo training in maintaining human rights when carrying out their duties. (SLB) 

 
14 April 2013: TNA rubbishes army inquiry report  
The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) has categorically dismissed the findings of the first phase of 
the inquiry into the allegations against the Army as meaningless charging that the Army has used 
the six-member panel to hide the accusations that surfaced against it in the final stage of the war 
in Vanni in 2009. (SLB) 
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12 April 2013: The empty findings of Sri Lanka’s Military Court of Inquiry -  Yasmin 
Sooka 
Colombo’s contempt for the international community seems to be increasing. The recent media 
release on the findings of the Military Court of Inquiry stretch credibility. While I have not had 
access to the full report and to the evidence presented to the Military Court of Inquiry, I am 
shocked by the Court of Inquiry’s findings. (SLB) 

 
11 April 2013: Army court clears troops of civilian killings 
From the testimony presented, the Court  of Inquiry  concluded that the instances of shelling 
referred to in the LLRC Report were not caused by the Sri Lanka Army and civilian casualties 
might have occurred due to unlawful acts by LTTE.. (SLB) 

 
8 April 2013: Investigations only through the judiciary and military tribunals  
''The Government of Sri Lanka is willing to conduct inquiries into any allegations, if duly presented 
to authorities in Sri Lanka, through the judiciary and military tribunals, in line with practice followed 
by all other democratic nations.  - Statement by the Ministry of External Affairs, Sri Lanka/ 8th 
April 2013 (SLB) 

 

 

Freedom of Expression / Right to Peaceful Assembly 
 
28 April 2013: Unity Rally organisers followed 
The organisers of the Rally for Unity were followed post the event. A few men, some in a car and 
two others on motorbikes, tailed the group of organisers as they left Green Path and made their 
way to the Beira Lake. When the team dispersed, the suspicious men continued to tail one of their 
cars. (FoE SL) 

 
23 April 2013: CID interrogates Opposition politician Azath Sally   
National United Front General Secretary and former deputy Mayor of Colombo Azath Sally had 
been interrogated by the Criminal Investigation Division of the Police  on yesterday, Mr. Sally said 
in a media communiqué.  It is reported that the inquiry was conducted with regard to alleged 
spreading of racial and religious discord through cell phone short messages. 
(SLB)  
 

22 April 2013: Mano Ganeshan attacked. Thondaman's thugs attacked Ganeshan – 
Vasudeva  
It is reported that the Leader of Sri Lanka's Democratic People's Front (DPF) and former 
parliamentarian Mano Ganesan has been attacked today when he was participating in a 
demonstration in Kotagala. 
(SLB)  

 
19 April 2013: Comment on Militarisation in the North is a revelation of military 
secret - Police tells Suresh Premachandran  
The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) Spokesperson, and Jaffna District MP, Suresh K. 
Premachandran was questioned by the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) on Friday (19), 
over a recent comment he made to an Indian newspaper over the military's presence in Jaffna. 
(SLB)  

 
18 April 2013: Alistair Burt says GoSL has refused to invite UN Special Rapporteur 
on freedom of opinion and expression  
Review in November 2012, we recommended that Sri Lanka should ensure that 
'all citizens are able to freely express their opinions and beliefs without fear of reprisal or 
retribution, and to invite the Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression to visit'. 
The recommendation was rejected by the Sri Lankan Government. (SLB)  
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16 April 2013: Sirasa (MTV/MBC media network) lodges complaint with the police 
on possible attack  
The MTV and MBC network (Sirasa) has received information of a possible attack on its 
journalists. An official of the network said that a complaint was lodged with the Slave Island police 
regarding the information it received. (FoE SL) 

 
15 April 2013: Minister says the damage to Uthayan News paper is minimal  
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) MP and Proprietor of Uthayan newspaper, E. Saravanapavan, 
yesterday called on the Government's Media Spokesman, Minister Keheliya Rambukwella, to 
refrain from giving false news to the media. He was referring to Rambukwella's comment that the 
damage to the Uthaytan office was insignificant, and that the media office is continuing to print as 
usual. 
(SLB)   

 
13 April 3013: Uthayan attack investigated within 5 hours and Govt has found out it 
was a inside job! - TNA MP  
TNA MP and owner of Uthayan newspaper, E. Saravanapavan today rejected accusation 
claiming the torching of the newspaper’s main office in Jaffna was an ‘inside job’ staged to ‘tarnish 
the image of the government’. Three gunmen stormed into the newspaper office this morning, 
threatened the employees and fired four shots, one narrowly missed a worker’s head.  (SLB) 
 

12 April 2013: Ranil blames Military  Commander Jaffna for attacks on a political 
rally  
UNP and Opposition Leader Ranil Wickremesinghe told Parliament on 11

th
 April  that Jaffna 

Security Forces Commander Maj. Gen. Mahinda Hathurusinghe was behind the attacks on a 
political rally held recently in Jaffna.The Opposition Leader said that he himself had attended the 
rally and some people had attempted to disrupt it. The personnel who came to disrupt the rally 
were military men in civvies.  (SLB)  
 

12 April .2013: Police, BBS (Buddha Brigade) block peaceful vigil   
The Bodu Bala Sena, with the assistance of the police, prevented a peaceful candle lit vigil from 
taking place outside the Bodu Bala Sena headquarters in Thunmulla late evening 12

th
 April.  A 

small crowd under the banner ‘Buddhists Questioning Bodu Bala Sena’ stood outside the Bodu 
Bala Sena headquarters and attempted to stage the vigil calling for an end to hate speeches. ( 
SLB )   
 

08 April 2013: Creating trouble to anvermanatunga.com Blog  
Following is the error message you will get when you attempt to access Anver Manatunga Blog 
(AMB) within Sri Lanka. 
Error: Requested url content cannot be accessed. This website is blocked until further notice 
either pursuant to court order or directions of Telecommunications Regulatory Commission of Sri 
Lanka..’ I am, Anver Manatunga, a religious preacher by profession. (SLB)  

 
4 April 2013:  A section of the Colombo-based international press had been trying 
to influence the local media over accountability and media issues - Military 
spokesperson  
''A section of the Colombo-based international press had been trying to influence the local media 
over accountability and media issues, the Brigadier alleged. He urged the media not to be a 
destabilizing factor and engage in actions inimical to national interests, though the military 
wouldn’t dispute the right of the media to report whatever incidents.'' 
(SLB)  

 
03 April 2013: Udayan' News Paper attacked at Killinochchi  
The Killinochchi office of the 'Udayan' newspaper published in Jaffna has been attacked by an 
unknown group today (3rd) say reports.  (SLB)   
 

2 April 2013: Sunday Leader journalist questioned by police 
Sunday Leader journalist Raisa Wickrematunge was yesterday questioned by the police who had 
visited her residence with an arrest warrant, over a series of articles she had written during an 
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assignment in Mannar, last year .Police had earlier sought to question Wickrematunge over her 
articles. (FoE SL) 

 
30 March 2013: Hooligans carrying lion flags launch stone attack on TNA meeting 
in Kilinochchi  
Sri Lanka’s national flag was disgraced and disrespected in the Northern town of Kilinochchi on 
Saturday March 30th 2013 when a motley crew of “State Terrorists” launched a stone attack on 
the Tamil National Alliance (TNA) office premises while a political discussion was in progress. 
(SLB)  
 

28 March 2013: Media threatened and journalist assaulted by Extremist group  
Several Media out lets reported that Buddhist extremist group that attacked the Muslim owned 
Fashion Bug clothing store  threatened the media covering the violence and assaulted a journalist 
working for Hiru Radio channel. Later Government forced the journalist not to file a case and 
agree to a settlement. (SLB)   
 
I took out my phone to film the scene, but people yelled at me and tried to grab my phone. 
Camera crews soon arrived; monks tried to stop them, but they managed to get into the 
building to film the damage. However, when they came back out, people threw stones at them. – 
Azzam Ameen,Journalist 
 

26 March 2013: BBC World Service broadcasts in Sri Lanka on state broadcaster 
suspended due to censorship 
The BBC’s World Service Director, Peter Horrocks, today announced the suspension of BBC 
broadcasts on SLBC (the Sri Lankan Broadcasting Corporation) following continued interruption 
and interference of BBC Tamil programming on SLBC.(SLB) 
 
 

Independence of Judiciary  
 
28 April 2013: Promotion for Appeal Court Judge to Supreme Court over two senior 
most Judges: BASL voices concern  
Appeal Court Judge Justice Rohini Perera Marasinghe was sworn in as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court by the President on 26

th,
 to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Justice S.I. Imam. 

Justice Marasinghe is the third most senior judge of the Court of Appeal, preceded by Justice S. 
Sriskandarajah (President of the Court of Appeal) and Justice Sisira De Abrew. (SLB)  
 

18 April2013: Ex-CJ’s passport IMPOUNDED  
As reported by the Government mouth piece Ceylon Daily News: 

• To foil flight to escape bribery probe  

• Used time buying tactics when called for submissions 

• The Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery and Corruption impounded the 
passport of former Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake to prevent her from escaping to a foreign 
country until the probe into the allegations of bribery and corruption against her is concluded.  
(SLB)  
 

07 April 2013: BASL disturbed by unusual transfers of judicial officers  
Executive Committee of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) has appointed a subcommittee 
to look into the recent transfers of several district court judges and magistrates who have not even 
completed their tenure of of three years in their courts. The transfers were made by the Judicial 
Services Commission chaired by Chief Justice 44 Mohan Pieris. 
(SLB) 
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Militarisation / Sinhalisation  
 
28 April 2013: 6400 Acres of Private Lands Belonging to Tamil People in Valikamam 
North to be acquired by Govt for Military Cantonments  
Last week saw a hugely dangerous move by the government. Section 2 notices under the Land 
Acquisition Act were pasted on trees in Valikamam North in the Jaffna Peninsula indicating that 
an extent of approximately 6,400 acres of private lands belonging to several thousand Tamil 
people would be acquired for Military cantonments.  (SLB)  
 

05 April 2013: New Buddhist shrine built at Trinco Saiva sacred site  

A Buddhist shrine has been built at the precincts of Kanniya Hot Wells a Saiva sacred site 

in a traditional Tamil village in Trincomalee district. A fifteen-acre land has been 

appropriated by the SL Government Agent Major General (retd.) Ranjith de Silva. The 

Buddhist shrine has a signboard giving the name of the place of worship as the ‘Royal 

Great Temple of the Hot water Wells’. (SLB)  
 

 

Democratic Governance 
 
29 April 2013: President thinks Election Commission not necessary; isn't it a 
constitutional requirement?  
Last week, in one of those regular breakfast meetings with newspaper editors, President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa had quipped that the setting up of an Election Commission is not necessary, because 
in his opinion, the Election Commissioner does his job well.  (SLB)  

 
24 April 2013: Murder suspect politician given bail after Judges transferred 
arbitrarily  
After the recent mass transfer of District judges and Magistrates by the judicial Services 
Commission headed by Chief Justice 44 Mohan Peiris—transfers which the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka has claimed were largely on personal or political ground—Mr. Silva was given bail last 
Wendesday. Court officials went to hospital for Mr. Silva to sign his bail application.  On Saturday 
Mr. Silva left hospital not on a wheel chair or an ambulance but walking like a fully fit man. (SLB) 

 
22 April 2013: No use for an Elections Commission – President  
An election commission was not necessary as the functions of the Commissioner of Electricians is 
quite adequate says President Mahinda Rajapaksa.  The President said this in response to a 
question posed by a journalist at the monthly meeting of media heads held at Temple Trees 
yesterday (22nd). The journalist asked whether the elections commission would be established 
before the election to the Northern Provincial Councils is held. (SLB)  
 

18 April 2013: Sri Lanka ranked 89 in the Democracy Index for 2012  
Sri Lanka is ranked third among South Asian countries on the democracy index for 2012 below 
India and Bangladesh. The Democracy Index 2012 report compiled by the UK-based Economist 
Intelligence Unit has declared Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal as “hybrid 
regimes” saying that elections in these countries have substantial irregularities that often prevent 
them from being both free and fair, according to the report. (SLB)  
 

13 April 2013: Elections Commissioner should ensure free and fair elections: 
Elections commission is a must - UNP  
The Elections Commissioner is responsible to create an atmosphere conducive for free and fair 
elections and to win the faith of political parties amid massive international pressure on the 
country, UNP MP Karu Jayasuriya said today. (SLB)  
 

12 April 2013: US Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2012: Respect 
for Civil Liberties in danger   
The law provides for freedom of assembly, but the government did not respect this right in 
practice, and some restrictions existed. The government required that army representatives be 
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present at public assemblies in the north. There were a number of cases in which security forces 
restricted participation in demonstrations. (SLB)  
 

03 April 2013: Release of offenders (Buddhist extremists) is a bad precedent – NPC 
The failure to take action in the name of preserving communal peace will only encourage the 
offenders to repeat their performance.  The failure of the police to take deterrent action and arrest 
those who have been responsible for attacks and instead to resort to sham settlement under 
duress will  create an acute sense of vulnerability among the victims of the minorities since they 
would consider that it would be better to settle criminal cases rather than seek justice. (SLB) 
 

25 March 2013: Delinking the Police from the Defence Ministry and the re-
establishment of independent Police Commission is critical   
The Friday Forum has, in several earlier statements, drawn attention to the breakdown of law and 
order witnessed in Sri Lanka in the recent past.  We have pointed to the escalation of grave 
crimes committed even in public places. The failure of the police to act swiftly and effectively in 
enforcing the law has encouraged individuals and groups of people to take the law into their own 
hands.  (SLB) 
 
 

Religious Freedom 
 

23 April 2013: Churches Fear Sri Lanka Ban on 'Distorting the Original Teachings' 
of Christianity  
Evangelical churches not recognized by government could be deemed cults. 
Proposed legislation designed to prevent the spread of cults in Sri Lanka could impact the 
ministries of evangelical churches in the island nation. (SLB)  
 

24 March 2013: Buddhist extremist Bodu Bala Sena insists Lanka not multiracial; 
“We have now become the police of this nation''  
The Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) says Sri Lanka is not a multiracial or multi-religious country but a 
Sinhala Budhist country. Speaking at the Bodu Bala Sena convention in Panadura this evening, 
the venerable Medagoda Abayathissa thero urged the Sinhalese to protect the nation and not let 
other races or religions to take over. (SLB)  
 

 
 


